
V73RRC Expedition, December 2010, Marshall Islands 
 
OC-029, Majuro, OC-087 Enewetak,  
OC-278 Ujelang atoll activation of IOTA NEW-ONE. 
 

 
Map by Shu JN6RZM with distances between Majuro, Enewetak and Ujelang atolls 
 
This expedition started with preliminary visit by Yuri Sushkin N3QQ (V73QQ) in 
October 2010 to Marshall Islands.  
Planned boat from Enewetak (OC-087) to Ujelang was cancelled one day before 
departure from Seattle, but it was a good chance to meet local people and make plans for 
the future activation of OC-278. 
 
 
 
I’m grateful to Tim NL8F for his fast “YES” and participation in “take two” of our 
expedition!  

 
 



Only due to slow response from Marshall Islands Immigration Authorities RRC members 
from Russia could not take part in this expedition (Yuri UA9OBA and Alex RW3RN) 
I met Tim in Dutch Harbor, Alaska in 2008 during our trip to Cleveland Volcano KL7DX 
IOTA NA-234. 
If you do not know where exactly Dutch Harbour is (biggest fishing port in US), you are 
not alone. Read on. 
 

 
 
Discovery of Enewetak and Ujelang Atolls: 
It is believed people occupied Marshall Islands for over 2000 years.  
Officially Captains Gilbert and Marshall (for European eyes) discovered Marshall Islands, 
but in reality two centuries earlier, the Spanish, where the first Europeans to encounter 
atolls of Marshall Islands. It is possible Alavardo de Saaverda in 1529 on his return 
voyage to Europe encountered Enewetak and Ujelang atolls. (1) 
 
Recent past of Marshall Islands: 

 
During Cold War, 1946s-1950s US tested many nuclear weapons in Marshall Islands.  
Total estimated yield is 108 megatons, 80 percent of the yield of all atmospheric tests 
exploded by the US. To put level of testing in prospective at Bikini and Enewetak, this is 
the same as 1.6 Hiroshima bombs being detonated every day for 12 years of testing. (2) 
 



 
Test for man-made radio active elements before leaving Enewetak. 
 
Knowing facts we have been very careful of what we eat/drink, where we stay and what 
we do. Simply put no local foods is rule #1. For the peace of mind I went thru testing last 
day in Enewetak and it appears from official report 0.00 kiloBg of man-made radioactive 
elements in my body. It is the half of the picture. Other half is plutonium and requires 
more testing possibly later. 

 
Myself and Tim NL8F where mistaken for US DOE (Department Of Energy) employees 
many times because of our expedition “uniforms” and many boxes with wires and 
equipment. 
 
 
 



Antennas: 
We used several commercial antennas: S-9 vertical, Spider-Beam Elements for 20/15/10 
in vertical configuration and Ultimax 40/80 dipole as inverted V. 
We made several antennas (vertical dipoles for 30/40m and 20m) and they work perfect 
near salt water. Each one had a name: Majuro-special, Enewetak-special. Please contact 
Tim NL8F via qrz.com for exact dimensions etc. 

  
For Enewetak-special (160m ¼ wave) you may need to have existing 90 + ft isolated pole.  
 
Radios: 
Icom’s IC-7600 and IC-7000 performed great, no failures during constant exposure to 
heat and humidity.  
Amplifiers: 
We used ALS-600S amplifiers, and they worked very well. 
Majuro 
Since I visited Majuro, Capital of Marshall Islands, one month ago I knew all “in’s and 
out’s”. No physical addresses in RMI.  

 



Upon landing and checking in at Long Island Hotel (very ham friendly, away from 
QRM/downtown) we hired a taxi and did a quick run: Telecommunications Authority 
(licensing), food store/Government office to buy tickets for Lady E Majuro-Enewetak trip 
and AMI office (Air May-Be) aka Air Marshall Islands to purchase return tickets from 
Enewetak to Majuro. 

 Tim NL8F/V73TM  
 
 Telecom officials as always have been very friendly and gave verbal OK for Tim to 
operate V73CF. It was a big surprise next day when I stopped to p/up actual license and it 
was different call sign! No good explanation why it is changed, Tim started to operate 
V73TM as soon as he learned of this change.  
 
Our previously issued call V73RRC was almost cut to V73RR, it took some time to 
explain officials it means Russian Robinson Club, not Russian Robinson. We tried apply 
for 5MHz license and best response was: “Send us an email with your request”. Yep, no 
internet access on Enewetak to begin with. 
Few hundred QSO’s have been made from OC-029, Majuro. 
 
Enewetak 
Travel by boat from Majuro to Enewetak took about 4 days and upon arrival we erected 
antennas, setup two working positions and started operation V73QQ/V73TM. One of the 
most interesting aspects of this trip was 160m operation. 

 
Yuri N3QQ/V73QQ Enewetak 
 



Victor, UA3AKO  contacted me few weeks before our expedition and asked about 160m 
QRV possibility. At first answer was no, since main goal is activating of OC-278, but I 
remembered relatively high insulated wooden poles located on Enewetak atoll.  
Why not to try? 
 Few beverage antennas and several thousand feet of wire have been shipped to Marshall 
Islands.  
Most difficult part was installation of ¼ wave vertical. Tim, NL8F climbed about 20ft 
and connected existing wires hanging from the ~90ft pole.  
Measuring with eyesight we cut wire, made a coil at the bottom and attached radials. 
SWR was 1.1 just few KHz down from 1826, our target frequency. Shortened one turn of 
“coil” and perfect 1.1 on 1826! 
December 6th, first night on 160m.  Propagation was great. I would like to thank 
Dietmar DL3DXX, 95% of time operator of ZL8X expedition on top band for his 
courtesy that evening. European 160m gurus suggested me to use 1826.5 as a TX 
frequency and our understanding was ZL8X should be QRT by December 5th. 
From Dietmar’s email: 
…. We had a "good bye dinner" with the Doc (Department of Conservation) people 
with BBQ and drinks. Nobody of the crew wanted to operate after the end. 
I was the lonely operator as in my understanding top band should be used as 
long as there is a station running :-) 
Found "my QRG" occupied by V73QQ who did the same what I have done all the 
nights before up3 for US/EU and down3 for JA :-) 
 
No problem and no complaint Yuri. Everybody expected us QRT. Listened 
to you a while and found all stations who called you in my log. That’s why 
it was time to close for us. However worked a handfull of new stations 
who probably were happy about this additional night of ZL8X. 
 
Working W, VK and JA stations wasn’t difficult, most challenging was Europe. I was surprised of 
perfect timing and operational excellence of “Top Guns”: RO9O, RZ3EM, RZ3EC, EY8MM, R7LV.  
It was surreal experience, thank you all! 
 
After our return from Ujelang few more contacts has been made on top band, but lots of static 
and special local QRM cut our 160m activity short. Enewetak ladies decided to have a disco at 
our 160m operating position during sunset.  

 
 
After little swearing we simply joined them and had a blast!  
 
 
 



Landing on Ujelang 
December 8th “Lady E” dropped anchor about 5 miles from Ujelang island inside lagoon. 

 
Elders advised us they plan go to Ujelang tomorrow and we can wait. They do not realize 
how important for us is to get to the island as soon as possible and make many contacts.   

 
Tim NL8F is patiently awaiting arrival of Lady E at  Ujelang atoll 
 
 
We explained our situation and urgency, last boat (about 5m long) out of 12 was ours.  
 
 
About 100 meters from Ujelang water pump stopped working. Boat driver shuts off 
engine and trying to fix pump. It was pretty windy, everybody and equipment is wet 
already and wind taking us in wrong direction from land. It was only few minutes, seems 



like eternity while he was fixing pump and restarting engine. Closest help miles away, no 
life jackets/pfd’s. Everyone on the boat was silent. 

 
Last mile to Ujelang Island, Yuri N3QQ/V73QQ holding 40m S9 vertical 
 
We landed on Ujelang  ~2PM December 8th, quickly set up tent, then antennas and 
operating position. Both radios where on one table and we separated antennas as far as 
possible. We had to lower power to 100W to operate together. And big mistake, we left 
band filters in Enewetak because of bad propagation, we where not sure if two operating 
positions necessary.  
Best operating times about 20:00 local-6:00AM local, then all bands closed. 
~2800 contacts during 2.5 nights with 100W and simple vertical antennas.  
Generator stopped at 2AM last night and we had no energy left to fix it, but learned later, 
simple water in gas was a problem. 
 

 
Tim NL8F at operating position on Ujelang after rain. 
 
We tried to explore Ujelang, but it is not easy. People left this island 30+ years ago and 
road is gone, taken over by jungle.  



 
Church on Ujelang in 1970s, population is relocated to Enewetak in late 1970s 

 
Life after People, 30 + years later. Same church, Ujelang atoll December 2010. 
 
From buildings only church remains with a roof. All other buildings are only parts of 
walls and foundations. 
 
It is a serious fight with spider webs and trees to get from lagoon side to ocean side. I did 
it once and it took me a long time to go 150m each way. 
 
Our uninvited guests at night where wild pigs. You can’t see them, but you can hear 
them even over pileup. I had to stop operating several times just to scream around and 
pointing flashlight in direction of sound. Tim’s guest was a hermit crab, way bigger than 
PTT pedal, and crab almost took pedal along as a souvenir.  



 
 
We are grateful to locals who where fishing/hunting while our team was operating, they 
treated us with coconuts and fresh lobster. 
 

 
Stupid Russian Operator Someone posted a comment on DXsummit about stupid 
Russian SSB operator. Sorry guys, it was Tim NL8F/V73TM operating mostly SSB and 
he only speaks English. We had a good laugh about this comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Our whole trip logistics depended on Enewetak’s Elementary School Inauguration.  
 

 
L-R City Manager Neil Flores, Mayor Jackson Ading, Yuri Sushkin N3QQ 
 
We would like thank to Mayor, Mr. Jackson J. Ading and Mr. Neil Flores, City Manager 
of Enewetak-Ujelang Local Government for their help. 
After my failed attempt to activate Ujelang atoll in October someone from Europe did 
contacted Neil and planned expedition to Ujelang. Neil provided charter costs for Lady E 
and mentioned “Russian hams are coming now to Ujelang, anytime after that it will be 
fine”.  
 
We did not paid “full price” for charter costs, we simply helped Enewetak people by 
donating VHF and HF radio equipment for their use.  

 
Balikan, Field Station Manager in Enewetak showing new Icom VHF radio 
 



At the time of writing in Enewetak internet is not working and only one phone line, 
incoming calls only. They depend on HF for communications with Majuro and other 
atolls. 
 
Elementary School Inauguration, December 16th.  

 
First Lady of Marshall Islands along with US Ambassador, HE Martha Campbell and other US and 
Republic of Marshall Islands top officials arrived early PM.  
Very tight schedule, plane is grounded for 3 hours only.   
 With all complications of current US/RMI relations Enewetak’s Elementary School 
Inauguration ceremony proved commitment by US for much needed improvements in 
education.  
 

 
Mr Jack Ading, Finance Minister of RMI, US Ambassador, HE Martha Campbell and Jackson 
Ading, Mayor of Enewetak 



 
School construction and supplies are financed by US DOI (Department of Interior).  
Since me and Tim flying back to Majuro on the same plane, we had a brief conversation 
with our public officials.  
We talked about where we are from, about our Russian Robinson Club’s recent 
expeditions to Alaska and what we are doing in Enewetak.   
Seattle (where I’m from) was easy location to identify, but location of Dutch Harbour 
(Tim’s home town) and Adak did not ring a bell to our conversation partners. This is a 
map of Alaska with location of Dutch Harbour. 

 
 
Results: 6075 QSO total from OC-029, OC-087 and OC-278.  
We made around 500 contacts on 160m from Enewetak Atoll.  
 
We would like thank to all our supporters: our families, IREF, many individuals, Mr. 
Albert Mercado, N3YV for providing antennas he builds for real-life testing in expedition 
environment, N7RO and K8NA for QSL management and especially JN6RZM Mr. Shu 
and his group of Japanese hams, who did not lost interest and supported us twice, even 
after not very successful trip in October! 
Thank you all very much and 73! 
 
 
 
Photos:   
Ujelang Atoll, 30+ years ago. By Jan Kocian, used with permission. 
http://jankocian.smugmug.com/Travel/Marshall-Islands/2884232_KSskg#542778860_shHdb  
Other pictures by Tim Tilleman and Yuri Sushkin 
www.oc-278.ucoz.com guestbook and more pictures. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
(1) Dirk H.R. Spennemann, 2004. The First Descriptions of the Southern Marshalls. The 1788 accounts of 

Thomas Gilbert, Edward Home & John Marshall 
(2) Giff Johnson, 2009. Nuclear Past Unclear Future 



 
 
We hope that our Marshall Islands expedition story is informative and entertaining.            
Remember hot ladies from Enewetak?  
Field Station Manager had a hard time keeping them away from our operating positions 

 
 

  
                           I take it back, we just like interesting signs. 


